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Section One: The Devonian Period

The Devonian Period is part of the Paleozoic Era. It is sometimes referred to as
the Age of Fishes due to the fact that many species of fish appear in the fossil
record during this Period. The fish diversified into many different species that will
eventually give rise to tetrapods (4 legged creatures), modern sharks and bony
fish. An important group of fish in this Period was the armored placoderms.
Dunkleosteus, a placoderm, was one of the top predators in the seas at this time.

The Devonian was also a time for reef building in the Great Lakes Region.
Many different coral species are present in the fossil record, including one known
as the Petoskey stone, which is Michigan’s state stone.

On land, plants begin to spread from the wetlands to more dry land. By the end of
the Devonian the first forests were being established.

At the end of this period an extinction event happened that killed 70% of
marine creatures.

Devonian‘s Featured Creature:

Dunkleosteus

Type: Placoderm (armored) fish i N
Scientific Name:  Dunkleosteus marsaisi /8 & g
Pronounced: dunk-lee-OWE-stee-us “’5 ?’-df /
Size: 16 feet long and weighed up to 4 tons
Diet: Carnivore

Predators: Probably none

Lived: Late Devonian (416-359 million years ago)
Status: Extinct

Dunkleosteus lacked true teeth, but had two long and bony blades that were self-
sharpening and could slice and dice aimost any living thing. This was the predator
to avoid. Today there are no living descendants of Placoderm fish. They perished
at the end of the Devonian.

Section Two: The Carboniferous Period

The Carboniferous Period is made up of the Mississippian and the
Pennsylvanian Periods. Carboniferous takes its name from the large coal deposits
that date to this period. The coal deposits formed from the plant debris that fell in
the swampy forests of this time. In the wet environment the plants did not have a
chance to fully decay, and over time the dead material was pushed under by more
vegetation. It then compacted and eventually became peat. Heat, pressure, and
time tumed the peat into coal. This is the same coal that humans are use today
for fuel.

Insects of the Carboniferous Period were much larger than today. Huge

cockroaches and giant dragonflies lived in these swampy forests. Amphibians like




