                                         CHARLES HACKLEY-THOMAS HUME

By Tom Carlson

Hackley’s background     Charles Henry Hackley was born January 3, 1837 in Michigan City, Indiana, the oldest of five children.  In 1847 the family moved to Kenosha, Wisconsin.  His father, Joseph, was in the building trades. In 1855, Joseph was commissioned by the firm of Durkee-Truesdell and Company to build and manage a sawmill on Muskegon Lake.   A year later Charles left Kenosha and joined his father in Muskegon.  He became a laborer in the sawmill, shoveling sawdust and piling lumber.  Gideon Truesdell, the mill’s owner, noted Charles’ diligent work and taught him basic sawmill operation.   Later Truesdell sent Charles to Chicago to learn bookkeeping.      Upon his return to Muskegon, Charles became the company’s bookkeeper.    During the depression of 1857, Charles and his father, Joseph, decided to enter the lumber business for themselves.  With the financial backing of Truesdell, they purchased the Pomeroy and Holmes mill for $1 with an agreement to pay all the mill’s debts.  Truesdell owned half the mill, Charles and Joseph each one quarter.   In 1860, they bought the Wing mill from a bankruptcy referee.   Truesdell eventually sold his share to employee James McGordon.  By then two other Hackley sons, Edwin and Porter had joined the partnership in Muskegon.  In 1871, the great Chicago fire produced a bonanza for Muskegon sawmills, including those owned by the Hackleys.  Hackley and McGordon, convinced that the biggest profits were in land purchase, used their new wealth to buy more lumber tracts. 

Hackley’s family life    In 1864, Charles married Julia Moore of Centreville, New York, a niece of Gideon Truesdell.  Although the Hackleys were childless, they did treat two individuals as their children.  The first was Erie Canghell, who came into the household as an indentured servant in 1873 at the age of six.  Hackley never formally adopted her, but always treated Erie as his daughter.  In his will, Hackley left Erie one-fourth of his estate.  Hackley’s legally adopted heir was Charles Moore Hackley.  The boy had been placed in the Muskegon Humane Union after his mother died.  Mrs. Hackley took the boy into their house in 1888 and legally adopted him in 1898 after his father, James Scott, died.  The boy’s name was changed at that time to Charles Moore Hackley.  While still a young man, Charles Moore Hackley was blinded while blasting a stump near Ravenna.   Charles Henry Hackley died February 10, 1905, at age 68.  Julia survived her husband by just six months.

Hume’s background
Thomas Hume was born in County Down, Ireland, June 15, 1848, the second of eight children.  At age 14, he was apprenticed to a wholesale grocer.  After 4-1/2 years of apprenticeship and several more as an employee, Hume left the company and took passage for America.  He landed at Quebec and headed to Marshall, Michigan, where he had relatives.  Hume came to Muskegon May 31, 1870, after learning there were jobs available.  He found work as a tallyman with George Selkirk and in the fall was engaged in scaling logs for Pillsbury and Company.  The following summer he worked as a lumber inspector for Montague and Hamilton.  In the fall of 1872, he entered the employ of Hackley and McGordon as bookkeeper.  Eight years later Hume purchased McGordon’s share and the firm became Hackley and Hume.

Hume’s family life    In January of 1873, Thomas Hume married Margaret Annie Banks of Marshall.  They had seven children.  The youngest was named Thomas Hackley Hume, in honor of Hume’s business partner.  By all accounts the Hume’s family life was a happy one.  Thomas Hume died just before midnight, December 31, 1919, at the age of 72.  Margaret lived in Muskegon until her death in 1943, at the age of 95.

Hackley-Hume partnership   The firm of Hackley-Hume grew to be one of the largest lumber companies in the United States.  The firm purchased timber in Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and South Carolina.  They also held interests in lumber companies in Wisconsin, Minnesota and Canada.  When the lumber began to run out in Michigan, Hackley and Hume, together with other community leaders, worked to bring new industries to Muskegon.  They were instrumental in bringing such companies as Alaska Refrigerator, Amazon Knitting, Central Paper, Chase Piano, Morton Manufacturing, Shaw Walker, and Standard Malleble Iron to the area.  After Hackley died in 1905, Hume continued the lumber business, mainly in California.  The company was dissolved in 1915, under a stipulation in Hackley’s will.

The Hackley Legacy   By the time Charles Hackley died in 1905 he had accumulated a 

fortune estimated at $12 million.  During his lifetime (and through his will) Hackley 

 donated much of his wealth to the community.  A summary of his gifts is as follows:



Hackley Public Library




$150,000



Hackley Library endowments




  275,000



Hackley Park






    27,000



Hackley Park maintenance fund



    10,000



Soldiers and Sailors Monument



    25,000



Hackley Park statues





    30,000



Statue of Phillip Kearny




      5,000



Statue of William McKinley




    15,000



Hackley athletic field





      5,000



Hackley Hospital





  200,000



Hackley Hospital endowments



  340,000



Hackley Art Gallery and picture fund



  150,000



Hackley Manual Training School



  105,000



Hackley Manual Training School endowment

  250,000



Muskegon Public Schools endowment


  360,000



Muskegon Humane Union endowment


  125,000

The Hume legacy    In 1912 Thomas Hume provided land and funds to build the Hume Home for the elderly.  The amount of the gift was about $100,000.  Hume also donated timberland in California, which later became part of the Sequoia National Forest.

The Hackley – Hume Historic Site   This site on Webster Avenue at Sixth Street includes the Victorian era homes of Charles Hackley and Thomas Hume, along with their shared carriage barn.  The site is administered by the Muskegon County Museum.   The Hackley house was built in 1887 at a cost of about $50,000.  The Hume house and the carriage barn were built at the same time.  Both houses were designed by Michigan architect David Hopkins in the Queen Anne style, popular at the time.  In 1997, the buildings were restored to their original condition at a cost of $1.8 million.  The funds were raised through a Muskegon County tax levy.  The site is on the National Register of Historic Places and is open for tours. 

