



S.S. ALABAMA





By Tom Carlson


Of all the ships which have sailed in and out of Muskegon’s harbor, perhaps the best loved was the S.S. Alabama, flagship of the Goodrich Transit Company.  For over two decades the blacked-hulled steamer with the distinctive red stack cruised between Chicago and Muskegon, with stops in Grand Haven.


Built in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, in 1910 at a cost of  $386,000, the Alabama first appeared in Muskegon June 30, 1910.  Crowds of people came all day to see the ship.  It made its first trip to Chicago that night.

The Alabama measured 272 feet in length, with a beam of 45 feet.  Its coal-fired engines produced a cruising speed of 15 mph and a top speed of 17 mph.  The ship had a listed capacity of 1672 passengers, with state rooms for 279.  The main salons were finished in mahogany, inlaid with various other woods.  The main dining room seated 125.

The Alabama not only served during fair and stormy weather but kept travel lanes open during the winter months.   Extra steel plating at the waterline and a bow filled with concrete enhanced her ice-breaking power.  The ship was often called upon to come to the rescue of car ferries and other ships trapped in winter ice.

For much of the Alabama’s time in Muskegon, popular local captain Gerald Stufflebeam served as the ship’s master.  Stufflebeam was known for greeting onlookers on shore with a blast of the ship’s whistle.  This added to the ship’s lore as a friendly vessel.

In 1933, the Goodrich Line went into receivership, a victim of the Depression.  The Alabama changed hands and appearance several times during the 1930s.

